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The Fantastic Founding Fathers 
 

iAct Theatre  Grades: K-8 

 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
This play attempts to put the microscope on the formative years of the United States of America. The Founding 
Fathers’ story focuses on the first four Presidents, our Revolutionary War (demonstrated using playground games), 
and the four attributes that made our independence unique in history. Those traits are Life, Liberty, Justice and 
Representation. As usual, this iACT production will rely on assistance from the audience and our hysterical 
Historians...er, um...Historical hysteria! 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Theatre Science Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
*Demonstrate good audience etiquette. 
*Practice positive speaking and listening skills. 
*Engage in original writing. 
*Practice problem solving. 
*Research the founding of America. 
 
 

K K.3, 4  K.1, 10, 11, 12 K.1 K.2 

1 1.5, 6  1.1, 11, 12, 13 1.1 1.2 

2 2.5, 6  2.1, 11, 12, 13 2.1 2.4 

3 3.5, 6 3.3 3.1, 11, 12, 13 3.1 3.1 

4 4.5, 6 4.3 4.1, 11, 12, 13 4.1 -- 

5 5.5, 6 5.3 5.1, 11, 12, 13 5.1 5.2, 3 

6 (1) 4, 5  6.1, 2, 10, 11, 12 6.1 6.2 

7 (2) 4, 5 7.3 7.1, 2, 10, 11, 12 7.1 --  

8 (3) 4, 5 8.3 8.1, 2, 10, 11, 12 8.1 8.1, 4  

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4, 7 Reporting 
Category 1 

U.S. 
History 

Grade 8 Reporting 
Category 3 

 

The Students Will: 
*Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a clear, 
controlling idea; coherent organization; sufficient development; and effective 
use of language and conventions. 
*Demonstrate an understanding of issues and events in U.S. history. 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 

founding fathers *A group of American leaders who united the Thirteen Colonies, led the war for 
independence from Great Britain, and built a frame of government for the new United 
States of America upon republican principles during he latter decades of the 18th century.  
 

Revolutionary War *Also known as the American War of Independence, was an 18th-century war between 
Great Britain and its Thirteen Colonies, which declared independence as the United States 
of America. 
 

life *Article 2 of the Human Rights Act protects your right to life. This means that nobody, 
including the Government, can try to end your life. 
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liberty *The right of all persons to freedom of their person – freedom of movement and freedom 

from arbitrary detention by others. 
 

justice *When a right is violated or damage is caused, access to justice is of fundamental 
importance for the injured individual and it is an essential component of the rule of law. 
 

representation *"No taxation without representation" is a slogan originating during the 1700s that 
summarized one of 27 colonial grievances of the American colonists in the Thirteen 
Colonies, which was one of the major causes of the American Revolution. In short, many 
in those colonies believed that, as they were not directly represented in the distant British 
Parliament, any laws it passed affecting the colonists (such as the Sugar Act and 
the Stamp Act) were illegal under the Bill of Rights 1689, and were a denial of their rights 
as Englishmen. 
 

George 
Washington 

*An American political leader, military general, statesman, and Founding Father who also 
served as the first president of the United States from 1789 to 1797. He led Patriot forces 
to victory in the nation's War for Independence. 
 

John Adams *An American statesman, attorney, diplomat, writer, and Founding Father who served as 
the second president of the United States from 1797 to 1801. 
 

Thomas Jefferson *An American statesman, diplomat, lawyer, architect, and Founding Father who served as 
the third president of the United States from 1801 to 1809. Previously, he had served as 
the second vice president of the United States from 1797 to 1801. 
 

James Madison *An American statesman, lawyer, diplomat, philosopher, and Founding Father who served 
as the fourth president of the United States from 1809 to 1817. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• Ask: “What do you know about how the United States of America got started? Who were some of the 
Founding Fathers?”  

• Ask: “What do you think is special about the United States of America?” 
 
After the performance: 

• Ask: “What did you learn about the United States?” 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part of the presentation. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Write a poem, rap, song, or story about one of the Founding Fathers.  
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• Write a poem, rap, song, or story about life, liberty, justice or representation.  
• Write a poem, rap, song, or story about the United States of America.  
• Make collages to illustrate the words of “America, the Beautiful.” 

 
 
 
 

Math:  
 

• What were salaries and costs like during Revolutionary times? Compare to the present. 
https://libraryguides.missouri.edu/pricesandwages/1600-1779 

• Make up original math problems related to the Revolutionary times.  
 

 
 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Research more about the Founding Fathers and Revolutionary times.  
• Create a slide show or theatrical presentation to show what you learned. 

 
 
 
 

Science:  
 

• Investigate the inventions of Benjamin Franklin. 
• Investigate the inventions and scientists of the 18th century.  

 
 
 

Resources: 
Related Websites:  

https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/focus-on-founding-fathers/ 
https://sharemylesson.com/search?grade%5B0%5D=middle_school&subject%5B0%5D=founding_fathers 

 
Related SmartBoard and Interactive Activities 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=revolutionary+war&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&re
gion=en_US  
 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=founding+fathers&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&regi
on=en_US 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
 
Founded as InterActive Theater Company in 1998, iAct Houston started after seeing the growing need for family 
theater and arts programming in Houston. Since then, iAct has become a true pacesetter: producing theater that 
quite literally brings children from the audience into each and every performance. With innovative and original 
scripts and an improvisational performance style, InterActive Theater is, without a doubt, a must-see, can’t-miss, 
gotta-go-again arts experience for children and grown-up children alike! 
 
InterActive Theater has produced over 50 original plays and performed for students in every school district in the 
greater Houston area. InterActive has been awarded “Best Professional Children’s Theater” by the Southwest 
Theater Association. 
 


